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1. SUMMARY: POREIGN MINISTER OLSZOWSKI'S MEETING WITH 
POPE PAUL VI REPRESENTES A DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE OP POS- 
SIBLY FAR-REACHING SIGNIPICANCE PO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
POLAND AND POR POLAND'S RELATIONS WITH AMERICAN 
POLONIA, AS WELL. THE POLISH 

EPISCOPATE GREETS THIS DEVELOPMENT WITH MIXED FEELINGS, 

AND WILL SEEK TO CONTROL THE ACTION VIA 

THE VATICAN SO AS TO ADVANCE ITS OWN 

CAUSE VIS-A-VIS THE POLISH GOVERNMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE POLISH CENTRAL PRESS HAS HANDLED OLSZOWSKI'S 
VATICAN VISIT SOMEWHAT GINGERLY. THE STATEMENT ISSUED 
POLLOWING HIS PAPAL AUDIENCE ON NOVEMBER 12 WAS CARRIED 
IN THE NEXT DAY'S EDITIONS, BUT CERTAIN PASSAGES RELATING 
TO THE POLISH CHURCH WERE INTITALLY OMITTED PROM THE 
PARTY ORGAN TRYBUNA LUDU. THE POLLOWING DAY, HOWEVER, 
TRYBUNA LUDU CARRIED AS ITS PIRST EDITORIAL COMMENT ON 
OLSZOWSKI'S VISIT TO ITALY A COMMENTARY ON THE VATICAN 
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PORTION OP THE TRIP WHICH CALLED IT AN "IMPORTANT EVENT" 
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IN POLISH RELATIONS WITH THE HOLY SEE AND CONCLUDED THAT 
THE BASIS HAS BEEN CREATED FOR EURTHER PROGRESS. THOUGH 
INCLUDING THE PEVIOUSLY OMITTED PASSAGES REGARDING THE 
POLISH CHURCH, THE COMMENTARY PLACED MAJOR EMPHASIS ON OVER- 
ALL RELATIONS WITH THE VATICAN AS A STEP VURTHER CONSOLI- 
DATING DETENTE. SLOWO POWSZECHNE'S ROME CORRESPONDENT'S 
REPORT OF ITIALIAN PRESS REACTION APPEARING ON NOV 15 
STRESSED TTHE HISTORIC IMPORTANCE AND CORDIAL 
ATMOSPHERE OE THE VATICAN TALKS AS SIGNS OF MOVEMENT 
TOWARD POSSIBLE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

3. AN OFFICIAL OF CARDINAL WYSZYNSKI'S OFFICE HERE, IN A 
PRELIMINARY REACTION, HAS STRESSED TO US THE NEGATIVE 
IMPLICATIONS OP OLSZOWSKI'S VISIT AND PROSPECTS POR NORMAL- 
IZATION OP WARSAW- VATICAN TIES. MENTIONING THAT AGREEMENTS 
BETWEEN THE VATICAN AND HUNGARY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA HAD 
BEEN FOLLOWED ONLY BY A WORSENING OF THE CHURCH'S 
SITUATION IN THOSE TWO COUNTRIES, THE OFFICIAL INDICATED 

HE SAW NO NEED FOR HASTE IN SCHEDULING ARCHBISOP 
CASAROLI'S RETURN VISIT TO POLAND. ADDITIONALLY, A WELL- 
CONNECTED, POLISH-AMERICAN CATHOLIC PRELATE VISITING HERE 
TELLS US THAT THE POLISH EPISCOPATE HAS MADE ITS 
POSITION CLEAR TO THE VATICAN AND IS CERTAIN THE LATTER 
WILL DO NOTHING WITHOUT CARDINAL WYSZYNSKIS APPROVAL. 

THE CARDINAL WILLREPORTEDLY MEET WITH THE POPE ON NOV 19, 

AND BISHOP DABROWSKI WILL REMAIN IN ROME FOR THIS VISIT, 

WE UNDERSTAND. 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THE 
MOMENTUM IN VATICAN- WARSAW RELATIONS MAY BE DEVELOPING 
FASTER THAN EXPECTED. ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT, RETIRED 
PRIESTS LIVING IN THE PAPAL NUNCIO'S RESIDENCE HERE 

HAVE BEEN ALERTED TO THE POSSIBLE NEED POR THEM TO VACATE 
THE PREMISES, PRESUMABLY SO IT CAN BE READIED POR VATICAN 
REPRESENTATIVES. MOREOVER, A POLISH OFFICIAL ASSOCIATED WITH 
POLONIA APFAIRS HAS EXPRESSED HIS EXPECTATIONS OF AN EVEN- 
TUAL PAPAL VISIT TO POLAND. 

5. COMMENT: IN THE VIEW OF THE POLISH CHURCH, AN NORMALIZATION" 
OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS WITH THE VATICAN MUST BE LINKED TO 
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ENHANCEMENT OF THE CHURCH'S STATUS IN POLAND, AND THE 
EPISCOPATE IS UNLIKELY TO APPROVE ESTABLISHMENT OP PORMAL 
RELATIONS WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT CONCESSIONS IN THAT REGARD 
FROM THE REGIME. THEREIS A FURHER LINKAGE IN THIS 
COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP IN THAT AMERICAN POLONIA WILL ALSO 
WATCH CLOSELY DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGIME'S RELATIONS 
WITH THE CHURCH IN POLAND AND WITH THE VATICAN, AND POLONIA'S 
ASSESSMENT WILL DETERMINE HOW WELL DISPOSED IT WOULD BE 
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TO AN EVENTUAL GIEREK VISIT TO THE US. THE POLISH- 
AMERICAN CHURCHMAN MENTIONED ABOVE SAYS HE POINTED OUT 
THIS LINKAGE TO GOVERNMENT OEEICIALS WITH WHOM HE MET AND 
WHO QUERIED HIM ON HOW AMERICAN POLONIA MIGHT RECEIVE 
GIEREK. WE BELIEVE THAT THE CHURCH HERE HAS NOT YET 
WORKED OUT ITS COMPLETE TACTICS ON THE REGIME'S OVERTURES 
TO THE VATICAN, BUT, CLEARLY, IT WILL INTENSITY ITS EEEORTS TO 
INELUENCE THE VATICAN'S MOVES WITH THE AIM OE TURNING THESE 
OVERTURES TO ITS OWN ADVANTAGE. 

DAVIES 
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